
 

 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SARATOGA TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD FEBRUARY 19TH, AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE 

SARATOGA TOWN HALL 
 
 
Mayor John Zeiger called the meeting to order.  
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Members present were Councilman Mike McWain, 
Councilman Steve Wilcoxson, Councilwoman Susan Howe and Councilwoman Judy Welton. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Councilman McWain seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the February 5, 2013 meeting as presented.  Councilwoman Welton seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: Councilwoman Welton read the following bills for approval: 
Accounts Payable:  $80,510.44; Payroll and FICA for 1/14/2013 in the amount of 
$55,560.80; and manual checks in the amount of $231.23, for a total of $136,302.47. 
 
Councilwoman Howe made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $136,302.47.  
Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilman Wilcoxson stated that there was confusion as to what 
the Town of Saratoga had agreed to with regards to Tyler Pickett Park.  He noted that when 
the American Legion approached the Town of Saratoga, it was agreed that the 
improvements would be paid for through private funds and fundraising by the American 
Legion.  The Town of Saratoga had only agreed to provide the land.  Mr. Wilcoxson stated 
that letters were written to the Governor and other American Legion posts to garner 
financial support.  The American Legion is submitting a grant application, which is due June 
1st, to help obtain funding for the improvements.  The improvements are estimated at over 
$250,000. 
 
Councilwoman Howe stated that she had received questions about the FEMA grant and if 
the work proposed at Veterans Island would detrimentally affect the property owners 
downstream.  Town Engineer, Chuck Bartlett, explained that the two FEMA projects would 
be divided into three stages, 1) Survey phase to look at the hydrology up and down the 
river 2) Design phase to consider the construction methods and materials and 3) 
Construction phase.   
 
There is also a RFQ (request for qualifications) out for a river study which will cover the 
areas ½ mile North of Saratoga to ½ mile South of Saratoga to look at rechanneling, etc.  
There will also be a committee consisting of town residents, NRCS and SER Conservation 
District representatives, etc. to review the proposals and select the best option for this 
stretch of the river. 
 
ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC:  Mayor Zeiger explained that starting with the meeting on 
March 5th,  “Items from the Public” would be moved to the end of the agenda to enable the 
public to listen to the entire meeting before making comments and those comments would 
be limited to 3 - 5 minutes per individual. 
 
Tasha Michelson stated she felt that it was a good change and would allow the audience to 
present all their comments at one time. 
 
Glee Johnson asked if the FEMA grant previously discussed was received.  Mayor Zeiger 
stated that it would be 3 - 4 weeks before the town would be notified of the decision.  
 



 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Councilwoman Welton made a motion to move into executive 
session to consider information considered confidential by law, in accordance with W. S. 
16-4-405(a) (ii) and (iii).  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to move out of executive session.  Councilwoman 
Howe seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the minutes from the executive session 
and to put  the minutes of the executive session in a sealed envelope in accordance with 
State Statute 16-4-405(b).  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Zeiger reported that no action was taken. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Mayor Zeiger read the following correspondence: 
 

 A letter from Rosemary Erickson expressing concern over the direction of the 
Saratoga Town Council and the lack of public input. 

 A letter from the Department of Revenue stating that the Town of Saratoga is 
compliant for the tax year 2013 under Wyoming law. 

 A thank you from Stacy Crimmins and the Saratoga Chamber of Commerce for the 
Town of Saratoga’s help with the fishing derby held in January. 

 
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS:  
 
Town Hall:   No report 
 
Fire Department:   Fire Chief Randy Sikes reported that the fire department had responded 
to two fire calls and one search and rescue since the last meeting. 
 
Police Department:  Chief Wachsmuth reported that chariot race weekend was quiet and 
there were no incidents. 
 
Recreation Department: Recreation Director Lisa Burton asked the council to ratify the 
submission of grants to the Department of Forestry and CCSD#2 Recreation Board that 
were due on February 15th.  Mayor Zeiger explained that due to the time restraints for the 
meeting on February 5th the grants were not presented then. 
 

1) A grant to the Department of Forestry in the amount of $3,500 to purchase and 
install approximately 18 deciduous trees at Kathy Glode Park. 

 
Councilman McWain made a motion to ratify the submission of a grant in the amount of 
$3,500 to the Department of Forestry to purchase and install approximately 18 deciduous 
trees at Kathy Glode Park.  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

2) A grant to the CCSD#2 Recreation Board in the amount of $4,420 to pay the open 
gym supervisors. 

 
Councilman McWain made a motion to ratify the submission of a grant in the amount of 
$4,420 to the CCSD#2 Recreation Board to pay the open gym supervisors.  Councilwoman 
Welton seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

3) A grant to the CCSD#2 Recreation Board in the amount of $5,400 to purchase 
chemicals and supplies and two solar blankets for the Saratoga Swimming Pool. 

 
 
 



 
Councilman McWain made a motion to ratify the submission of a grant in the amount of 
$5,400 to the CCSD#2 Recreation Board to purchase chemicals and supplies and two solar 
blankets for the Saratoga Swimming Pool.  Councilwoman Welton seconded and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

4)  A grant to the CCSD#2 Recreation Board in the amount of $3,930 to help fund a 
Missoula Children’s Theatre residency.    

 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to ratify the submission of a grant in the amount of 
$3,930 to the CCSD #2 Recreation Board to help fund a Missoula Children’s Theatre 
residency.   Councilman McWain seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

5) A grant to the CCSD#2 Recreation Board in the amount of $4,600 to purchase two 
sets of portable bleachers and two pop-up canopies for outdoor recreation events. 

 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to ratify the submission of a grant in the amount of 
$4,600 to CCSD#2 Recreation Board to purchase two sets of portable bleachers and two 
pop-up canopies for outdoor recreation events.  Councilwoman Howe seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Recreation Director Burton reported that a new block of gymnastics classes had started 
and there were over 50 youth, ages 2 – 10, participating. 
 
Recreation Director Burton stated that six of the fitness instructors would be attending 
training in Colorado Springs, CO on March 1st and 2nd.  The training will enable them to 
recertify in their current disciplines and also obtain new certifications.  Mayor Zeiger asked 
the council to support their training and reimburse each of the instructors $100 towards 
their training. 
 
Councilman McWain made a motion to reimburse each fitness instructor $100 towards 
their registration fees and training.  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Department of Public Works    
 
 Street Department:   Public Works Supervisor Chuck Bartlett reported that his crew 
had been plowing snow and doing vehicle maintenance.  Mr. Bartlett also stated that they 
had hauled wood chips to the playgrounds at Veterans Island, Kathy Glode Park and 
Saratoga Lake. 

 
 Water & Sewer:    Public Works Supervisor Chuck Bartlett reported that his crew 
had repaired a force main at the sewer lagoon that was leaking. 
          
 Weed and Pest:   Public Works Supervisor Chuck Bartlett stated that the grant for 
Emergency Insect Management is due March 25th and it will be brought to the council for 
approval during the March 19th meeting. 
 
 Hot Pool:    No report 

 
Mr. Bartlett asked permission to start advertising for summer employees. 
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to allow Mr. Bartlett to advertise for summer 
employees.  Councilwoman Howe seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
REPORTS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 
 
Airport Board:  Councilman Wilcoxson stated there appears to be more support of the 
business park from the airport board.  The workshop with the Saratoga Town Council and 
the airport board will be rescheduled for a later date. 



 
The next meeting of the airport board is scheduled for March 13, 2013 at 1 p.m. at the 
Saratoga Town Hall. 
 
 
Community Center Joint Powers Board:  Platte Valley Community Center Director 
Stephanie Vines reported that the Wyoming Filmmakers Showcase Film Festival is 
scheduled for March 9th at 7 p.m.  There is a list of films on the website and they cover a 
wide variety of topics from extreme skiing to fly fishing.  The event is free to the public and 
made possible in part by a grant from the Cultural Trust Fund. 
 
Ms. Vines also reported that she had submitted a grant to the CCSD#2 Recreation Board in 
the amount of $4,800 to replace the curtains on the stage at the gymnasium. 
 
The next meeting will be held Monday, March 18, 2013 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Water and Sewer Joint Powers Board:  Ken Schwerdt from PMPC addressed the council and 
explained that SPT Reimbursement Request 2012-37 in the amount of $125.00 represents 
the follow up necessary to close the project. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve the SPT Request for Reimbursement for 
the water meter project in the amount of $125.00 and allow the Mayor to sign the request.  
Councilman McWain seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Town Engineer, Chuck Bartlett reported that at the last water and sewer joint powers 
board meeting, board members requested that letters be sent to residents with delinquent 
water bills and given until March 1st to pay their bills or make payment arrangements.  Mr. 
Bartlett provided council members with a copy of the ordinance covering delinquent bills 
and asked them to review the ordinance prior to the March 5th council meeting. 
 
Resident Cynthia Bloomquist inquired if all persons with a delinquent bill received this 
letter.  Mr. Bartlett responded that only those with a bill over 6 months in arrears had 
received the letter as that was the direction from the joint powers board. 
 
Mayor Zeiger stated that the water and sewer joint powers board is an enterprise fund and 
the Town of Saratoga is used to collect the funds. 
 
The next meeting of the water and sewer joint powers board will be Wednesday, March 13, 
2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Landfill Board:  No report.  The next meeting will be March 6, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Medical Board:  No report 
 
Planning Commission:  Mayor Zeiger read a letter of resignation from Randy Raymer 
indicating that he was resigning due to a family medical emergency and his resignation was 
effective immediately. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson thanked Mr. Raymer for his service on the planning commission and 
his hard work on behalf of the town.  Mayor Zeiger stated he sent a letter to Mr. Raymer to 
personally thank him for his many years of service. 
 
Councilman McWain made a motion to accept the letter of resignation from Randy Raymer 
from the planning commission with regret.  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Zeiger read a letter from Rod Weinman asking to be re-appointed to the planning 
commission as his term expired in December. 
 
 
 



Councilman McWain asked if the position had been advertised.  Public Works Supervisor, 
Chuck Bartlett explained that if the board member wants to be re-appointed, the positions 
are not usually advertised.  Town attorney, Tom Thompson, confirmed that it is not 
mandatory to advertise and it is a council decision.  Councilman McWain stated that he felt 
that every position should be advertised, whether it is to fill an unexpired term or whether 
it is a re-appointment. Councilman Wilcoxson added that he would like to review all the 
applications and consider recommendations from the planning commission. 
 
Councilman McWain made a motion to advertise all vacancies and Councilman Wilcoxson 
seconded the motion.  Mayor Zeiger asked for a poll of the council members. 
 
 
Councilman McWain – voted yes 
Councilman Wilcoxson – voted yes 
Councilwoman Howe – voted yes 
Councilwoman Welton – voted yes 
Mayor Zeiger – voted yes 
 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to advertise an unexpired term on the planning 
commission left vacant by the resignation of Randy Raymer.  Councilwoman Howe 
seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to advertise a 4-year term on the planning 
commission.  Councilwoman Howe seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The letter from Rod Weinman will be kept for consideration of appointment to the 4-year 
term after the advertising is completed. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson stated that the planning commission is working hard on the home 
occupancy issue to make the process easier.  He also stated that they are working on 
changing some locations from retail business to a transitional retail business/residential 
zoning district to help alleviate the non-conforming use on the property. 
 
The next meeting of the planning commission will be Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Recreation Commission:  Recreation Director Burton reported she had received a letter of 
interest from Joe Elder to be appointed to the recreation commission.  Mayor Zeiger read 
the letter from Mr. Elder requesting appointment. 
 
Director Burton stated that the vacancies were advertised last fall and that Mr. Elder was 
responding to that advertising. 
 
Mayor Zeiger asked for clarification from town attorney, Tom Thompson, in as much as Mr. 
Elder is the newly appointed town treasurer.  Mr. Thompson stated that he did not see a 
problem with the appointment of Mr. Elder as long as the conflict statutes are followed. 
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to appoint Joe Elder to the Saratoga Recreation 
Commission.  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The next meeting of the recreation commission will be Monday, March 11th at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Community Garden Board:   The next meeting of the Saratoga Community Garden Board 
will be Wednesday, February 20, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at the First Baptist Church. 
 
South Central Emergency Services Board:  No report  
 
 
 
 



 
Mayor Zeiger stated that this would be the new time for “Items from the Public” and asked 
for comments. 
 
Glee Johnson stated that with regards to advertising for planning commission vacancies, 
the ordinance states that the positions should be advertised prior to the terms expiring on 
December 31st.  She also stated that the ordinance does not indicate that the planning 
commission should make recommendations to the town council about appointments. 
 
Adjournment:  Being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilwoman 
Welton made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded the motion. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Saratoga Town Council will be held on March 5, 2013 at 
6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Saratoga Town Hall.  
   

 
                                                        
________________________________   

              Mayor John Zeiger 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Lisa G. Burton 
               


