
 

 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SARATOGA TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD MARCH 19, 2013, AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE 

SARATOGA TOWN HALL 
 
 
 
Mayor John Zeiger called the meeting to order.  
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Members present were Councilman Mike McWain, 
Councilman Steve Wilcoxson, Councilwoman Susan Howe and Councilwoman Judy Welton.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Councilwoman Howe seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the March 5, 2013 meeting as presented.  Councilwoman Howe seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: Councilwoman Welton read the following bills for approval: 
Accounts Payable:  $57,648.66; Payroll and FICA for 3/11/2013 in the amount of 
$56,051.02; and manual checks in the amount of $231.23, for a total of $113,930.91. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $113,930.91.  
Councilman McWain seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE:   
 
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS:  
 

Town Hall:    
Power Company of Wyoming: Kara Choquette, Director of Communications and Roxane 
Peruso, Vice President and General Counsel for PCW addressed the council and audience 
and provided an update on the TransWest Express Transmission Project.  
The Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project is a 1,000-turbine wind farm to be 
located south of Rawlins and Sinclair and northwest of Saratoga.  
Currently Carbon County has approved a conditional use permit for the project and Power 
Company of Wyoming is also applying for the necessary permit from the Wyoming 
Industrial Siting Division, as well as all BLM permitting. The council was given an overview 
of the project from its beginning until present and the anticipated revenues that the county 
and impacted towns can expect from the project. 
  
Judd Campbell and Jim States representing Voices of the Valley addressed the council and 
audience and reviewed the concerns that have been expressed regarding the perceived 
impact of energy development projects throughout Carbon County and the Platte Valley.  
 
Mr. Campbell addressed housing issues and the anticipated impact the additional influx of 
people will have on housing and seasonal motel/hotel room availability. 
 
Judd Campbell then read the Mission Statement of the Voices of the Valley:  
 "Voices of the Valley (VoV) is a transparent public forum respectful of all points of view.  Open 

to community members and other interested parties, it fosters the widest possible public 

engagement in learning, collaboration and discourse about economic, social and ecological 

factors shaping the future of the Upper North Platte Valley." 

 
Jim States introduced himself to the group and addressed some of the issues already 
discussed and then reviewed the function of the VOV and the importance of gathering 
information that is imperative to planning and development and building communications 
between the planners and developers.  
 



A discussion ensued between representatives of Voices of the Valley, Power Company of 
Wyoming and the council reviewing the anticipated schedule for the project including the 
permitting yet to be completed, construction phase, housing issues, opportunity for public 
comment, specific location of turbines, DKRW and maintaining socioeconomic values.  The 
groups were thanked for their input and participation. 
 
Communities of Distinction: Hometown Series: Uncovering Our Nations Best Places to Live, 

Work and Play  

Mayor Zeiger reported that he had asked Lisa Burton and Joe Elder to look into grant 

opportunities to help fund participation in the Communities of Distinction promotion which can 

be viewed on the FOX (ABC) network. The cost of a segment for advertising our community 

would be $24,800.00.  Discussion on other infrastructure projects indicated that if there were 

funds available to help with the cost it may be worthwhile, but it was noted that the town 

presently has many projects to complete without committing the town to such an expensive 

project. 

Mr. Elder and Ms. Burton will search for grant possibilities and other funding options.  Ms. 

Burton indicated that the Carbon County Visitors Council has a $4,000 grant available and she 

will contact them for a grant application. 

 

Chris Duke appeared before the council requesting a 24 hour permit for Duke’s Bar and Grill for 

Saturday, March 30, 
 
2013. Adding that the Wyoming Open Pool Tournament continues to grow 

and is becoming one of the busiest events of the year for Saratoga and Duke’s Bar and Grill 

would like to provide a place for the pool players to congregate and socialize beyond the normal 

hours during the event. 

 

Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve a 24 hour permit for Duke’s Bar and Grill for 

Saturday, March 30, 2013, seconded by Councilman McWain. 

 

Discussion followed with it being noted that if problems occur the police will provide Chris 

Duke with assistance and he will be required to close the establishment. 

 

Roll call vote taken with Councilman McWain voting yes, Councilman Wilcoxson voting yes, 

Councilwoman Howe voting yes, Councilwoman Welton declared a conflict and abstained, 

Mayor Zeiger voted yes and the motion carried. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:   
Councilwoman Welton reported that there had been a meeting on March 14th to address 
the clean-up days scheduled for the week of May 26th thru June 2nd to allow residents to 
clean up their properties.  Councilwoman Welton added that they would like to encourage 
organizations or individuals to volunteer to help property owners and the town will offer 
assistance wherever possible.  
 
Mayor Zeiger addressed the group in attendance and noted that comments had been made 
about our town attorney and although he hasn’t always liked the advice he had been given, 
in the eight years he has been the town attorney under his mayoral terms, Mr. Thompson 
has never given the town bad advice. 
 

REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS: (continued) 
 
 

Fire Department:   Fire Chief Randy Sikes reported that the fire department had responded 
to three fires, one vehicle accident and one search. 
 

Police Department:   No report 
 

Recreation Department:  Mayor Zeiger read two letters of interest for positions on the 
Recreation Commission; 1) Conna McGuire for a three year term; and  2) Megan James 
requesting reappointment to the alternate position. 
 

Councilman McWain made a motion to approve the appointment of Conna McGuire to a three 

year term, seconded by the Councilman Wilcoxson motion passed unanimously. 

 
Councilman McWain made a motion to reappointment to Megan James to the alternate 
position, seconded by the Councilwoman Welton and the motion passed unanimously. 



 
Department of Public Works    
 
 Street Department:   Public Works Supervisor Chuck Bartlett reported that the 
street department crew has been cleaning up and hauling trees and limbs that were blown 
down during the last storm and helping the water and sewer department crew. 
 
 Water & Sewer:    Mr. Bartlett reported that the water and sewer crew are 
videotaping sewer lines and repairing water leaks. 
          
 Weed and Pest:   Chuck Bartlett reported that the Emergency Insect Management 
Grant application in the amount of $74,000.00 has been submitted. 
 
 Hot Pool:    Mr. Bartlett reported that CK Mechanicals is currently working on trying 
to get the faucet end caps for the showers fixed and they have been discussing ways to 
correct problems with drainage on the floors in the dressing rooms. 

 
REPORTS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 
 

Airport Board:  Mayor Zeiger read the requests for reimbursement for the airport 
Master Plan as follows: 
a) Request for federal funds in the amount of $8,595.00 with permission for the 

Mayor to sign; and    
b) Request for state funds in the amount of $573.00 with permission for the 

Mayor to sign. 
 Mayor Zeiger noted that the town’s share of this portion of the project is 
$382.00 and added that the Sage Engineering summary of work performed and 
billing in the amount of $9,550.00 for work on the Master Plan was also included. 
 

Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve the Request for Reimbursement for 
federal funds in the amount of $8,595.00, with permission for the Mayor to sign, seconded 
by Councilwoman Welton. The Motion carried.   
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the Request for Reimbursement for state 
funds in the amount of $573.00, with permission for the Mayor to sign, seconded by 
Councilman Wilcoxson. The Motion carried. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson reported that at the last airport board meeting with only three 
members present he had provided the board with the recommendations from the council 
to approve the twenty year –five year review and renewal- lease for the Brush Creek 
hanger; and the proposal that lessees be allowed to store personal property in the hangers 
unless it is hazardous or flammable or unless it violates FAA rules or regulations. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson indicated there was some hesitation on the part of the board until it 
was noted that the twenty year lease would include five a year review and renewal clause 
that would be available for any and all lease holders. At that point the board approved the 
twenty year –five year review and renewal- lease as discussed. 
 
The council and airport board will conduct a workshop at 5:00 p.m. April 2, 2013 prior to 
the regular council meeting. 

 
The next Airport Board meeting will be on April 10, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Community Center Joint Powers Board:  The next meeting will be held Monday, March 18, 
2013 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
 Water and Sewer Joint Powers Board:   
Ken Schwerdt addressed the Council noting that the SPT reimbursement request represents 
engineering fees for the meter project and the Release of Retainage in the amount of 
$134,908.61 for Simon Contractors for completion of the water project with $10,000.00 
remaining in the retainage account. 



 
Mayor Zeiger read SPT Reimbursement Request # 2012-38 in the amount of $2,620.00 which 
will require permission for the Mayor to sign.   
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the SPT Request for Reimbursement for 
the meter project in the amount of $2,620.00 with permission for the Mayor to sign, 
seconded by Councilwoman Howe the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the Release of Retainage for Simon 
Contractors in the amount of $134,908.61 with permission for the Mayor to sign, seconded 
by Councilwoman Howe the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The next meeting will be April 10, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Landfill Board:  The council discussed the clean-up scheduled for May 26th thru June 2nd 
and requested that Clerk Cox draft a letter to the Landfill Board concerning dumping at the 
landfill for the town clean-up project. 
 
The next meeting will be April 3, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Medical Board:  No report 
 
Planning Commission:  
Mayor Zeiger addressed those present and indicated that a comment had been made 
following the last meeting of the Planning Commission that was attended by town attorney 
Tom Thompson.  
The comment indicated that Mr. Thompson was only saying what he had been told to say.  
Mayor Zeiger wanted to assure everyone that certainly was not the case and he supports 
whatever legal advice Mr. Thompson provides. 
 
Mayor Zeiger reported that five letters of interest for planning commission seats were 
received, one from Robert Thrasher, Chris Shannon, Rosemary Erickson, Thomas 
Knickerbocker and a request for reappointment from Rod Weinman.  Letters were sent to 
the individuals scheduling interview times for the candidates to meet with the Mayor and 
Councilman Wilcoxson. Of the five letters sent four individuals participated in the interview 
process. Chris Shannon was not present for the interviews and he indicated he had not 
received the letter that had been sent scheduling him for the interview. 
 
Although the appointment of Planning Commission members is a mayoral appointment 
town attorney Tom Thompson suggested that it would be appropriate to do so by motion 
and with council approval. 
 
Mayor Zeiger requested the Council approve the reappointment of Rod Weinman to an 
additional five year term. 
 
Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve the reappointment Rod Weinman, 
seconded by Councilwoman Welton, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Zeiger requested the Council approve his appointment of Bob Thrasher to the 
unexpired two year term created by the resignation of Randy Raymer. 
 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the appointment of Bob Thrasher to the 
unexpired two year term created by the resignation of Randy Raymer, seconded by 
Councilwoman Howe. 
Roll call vote taken with Councilman McWain voting no, Councilman Wilcoxson voting yes, 

Councilwoman Howe voting yes, Councilwoman Welton voting yes, and Mayor Zeiger voted 

yes.  The motion carried. 
 
The next meeting of the planning commission will be Tuesday, April 9th at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 



 
Recreation Commission:  The next meeting of the recreation commission will be Monday, 
April 8th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Community Garden Board:   The next meeting of the Saratoga Community Garden Board 
will be Monday, April 8, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall. 
 
South Central Emergency Services Board:  No report  
 
Business:   Special Event Application 
Mayor Zeiger reviewed changes that were made to the Special Event Application and then 
provided to the council for review. The changes included the removal of insurance 
information requirements although the cover letter continued to encourage applicants to 
obtain insurance for their events; and made it possible for the governing body to waive the 
30 day requirement under extraordinary circumstances for one request per calendar year; 
and removed some signature requirements that were unnecessary. 
 
Discussion followed and Councilman McWain indicated he had just read through the 
application and believes it is too cumbersome. He would like to see the thirty days 
removed; and reviewed the other clauses that he did not believe needed to be in the 
application.  Councilman McWain then asked why the council had created this application. 
 
Attorney Tom Thompson responded that the application and Ordinance were created as a 
result of him being directed to do so by the council because in the past the council had 
allowed activities to take place in areas where they were not legal to do so. 
The council wanted an ordinance and application that would allow activities to be held in 
areas where such activities were not legal. 
A question was asked about amending the Ordinance and Mr. Thompson reviewed the 
proper procedure for amending ordinances. 
 
It was further discussed that the application was burdensome and Councilwoman Welton 
noted that those that she had talked to about the application indicated that they did not 
have any problem filling it out. Councilwoman Welton added that the council worked 
diligently with input from the public and can see no reason to start making changes at this 
time. 
 
Mayor Zeiger indicated that if the council wanted to review the ordinance they could do so, 
however if he finds portions of the State Statutes that he doesn’t like, or doesn’t agree with 
he was doubtful that they would be having a workshop to change the statutes just because 
he didn’t like them. That being said the Ordinance can be reviewed but as a reminder there 
are many zoning ordinances that need to be addressed and it is very expensive to change 
ordinances. 
 
Glee Johnson addressed the council with her concerns about the ordinance and the 
application stating that she believes they are two different documents; does not believe all 
of the conditions of the agreement are necessary; feels like the council bullies them when 
they do not agree with council decisions and they are not treated with respect; additionally 
stating that it is hard to be aggressive with someone who is aggressive to you. 
 
Councilwoman Howe addressed many of the recent comments adding that when the 
council does not get proper respect from the attendees or when someone snickers or 
sneers or giggles during the meetings it is very distracting to the council. 
 
Mayor Zeiger asked Councilman McWain to get his suggested changes to Clerk Cox so that 
she can provide a copy to the council. 
 
Items from the Public: 
 
Discussion continued on the ordinance and application as well as the manner in which the 
council or town employees contact individuals for interviews. 
 



 
Chris Shannon addressed the council stating the following: 

o It is fairly well known that he is interested in zoning.  
o This is the third year that he has submitted letters of interest to be on the board and 

not appointed. 
o That he is offended that he was not included in the interviews.   
o  That the council is overlooking a vacancy because Carrie Craig was not properly 

reappointed. 
o That Ms. Hempel has not been properly reappointed. 
o That he believes the Planning Commission makes a lot of decisions that negatively 

affect businesses. 
o Does not like the way that information and the Minutes are being kept. 

 
Councilman Wilcoxson added that the council has been trying to accommodate the “Yard” 
and at the time when it was illegal to have concerts there the council was very fair and 
worked very hard to accommodate the events being held at the yard. 
Councilman Wilcoxson continued by saying that the Planning Commission is making 
changes and will be taking those changes a section at a time. It will be a slow process while 
they review the zoning ordinances but they will set priorities on which ordinances are 
going to be addressed and in what order. 
  
Mayor Zeiger asked that the council consider supporting the Saratoga High School Cancer 
Walk by donating one hundred dollars to the Saratoga High Schools/USA Skills.  
 
Councilman McWain made a motion to donate $100.00 to the Saratoga High Schools/USA 
Skills, Cancer Walk, seconded by Councilman Wilcoxson, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adjournment:  Being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilwoman 
Welton made a motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Howe seconded the motion. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Saratoga Town Council will be held on April 2, 2013 at 6:00 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Saratoga Town Hall.  
   

 
                                                        
________________________________   

              Mayor John Zeiger 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Suzie Cox, Clerk 
               


