 
 
 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SARATOGA TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD FEBRUARY 4, 2020 AT 6:00 P.M IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF 
THE SARATOGA TOWN HALL 
Unedited audio recording of the February 4, 2020 meeting is on our website at www.saratoga.govoffice2.com 
 
 
Mayor John Zeiger, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
Members present were Mayor John Zeiger, Councilman Jon Nelson, Councilman Steve Wilcoxson, Councilwoman Judy Welton, and Councilman Bob Keel.  
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilman Wilcoxson, the motion carried unanimously.   
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:   
Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2020 meeting as presented, Councilwoman Welton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: Treasurer Samuel Flohr read the following bills for approval: Accounts Payable:  $70,150.74; Net payroll for 2/04/2020 in the amount of $31,784.89; and payroll transmittals for 2/04/2020 in the amount of $18,924.87for a total of $120,860.50.  
Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to pay the Accounts Payable bills in the amount of $70,150.74 Councilwoman Welton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to pay the 2/04/2020 net payroll in the amount of $31,784.89, Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
Councilwoman Welton made a motion to pay the payroll transmittals for 2/04/2020 in the amount of $18,924.87, Councilman Keel seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE: None to report 
 	 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  None to report 
 
ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC:  Ben Spaulding came before the council on behalf of the Platte Valley Little League to address his concerns with the MOU that was presented for their approval. Discussion followed with the council addressing his questions and concerns. 
 	Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the MOU between the Town of Saratoga and the Platte 
Valley Little League as presented, Councilman Keel seconded, Mayor Zeiger asked for a poll of the Council, Councilman Nelson voted yes, Councilman Wilcoxson voted yes, Councilwoman Welton voted yes, Councilman Keel voted yes and Mayor Zeiger voted yes, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 	Sally Patton addressed the Council in support of the installation of the cameras at the hot pool. Ms. Patton reviewed a number of issues that she believes are very important to the safety of our visitors and citizens and noted that the cameras are critical to the safety of visitors to the hot pool and to our citizens.  	Following Ms. Patton’s comments Councilman Nelson added that the individuals that had contacted him were also in support for the cameras.  
 	Ms. Patton was thanked for her comments and support. 
 
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS:  
Town Hall:  Mayor Zeiger read a letter drafted by Tom Thompson listing a number of concerns regarding the engagement letters from James Childress of Childress Consulting.  
 	Councilman Nelson proposed that the council either schedule a special meeting where the council could go into executive session or do it in an open meeting and allow James Childress to explain to the council his objectives. 
 	Following a lengthy discussion Councilman Nelson made a motion to request that James Childress attend the next meeting to address the council’s concerns, weather permitting, Councilman Keel seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
 	Councilman Nelson made a motion to send the letter prepared by Tom Thompson to James Childress asking him to respond to the list of concerns outlined in the letter, seconded by Councilman Wilcoxson, and the motion carried unanimously.   
 	Mayor Zeiger read an email from Wyoming Community Gas requesting review of the 2020 renewal Agreement for the Town of Saratoga and Wyoming Community Gas. 
 	Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to approve the Agreement with Wyoming Community Gas for a three-year period, Councilwoman Welton seconded, the motion carried unanimously.   
 	Councilman Keel made a motion to allow Mayor Zeiger to sign the three-year agreement with Wyoming Community Gas, Councilman Nelson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  
Police Department: Mayor Zeiger requested that Chief Lehr continue looking into purchasing cameras as previously discussed.   
 
Fire Department:     Councilman Nelson brought up an invoice from Fired Up Rescue from December 2018 that had not paid. It was noted that the Fire Department had received permission from the council to purchase boots council in 2018, however, it was also mentioned that the invoice for the final purchase of the boots was not received by the town hall for payment. 
 	The fire department budget was reviewed, and it was noted that the Fire Department budget would need to be amended by $9,632 to cover the payment of the invoice. 
 	Councilman Nelson stated that a transfer of funds from the revenues of the state direct distribution funds could be allocated to amend the expenditures of the fire department budget by a budget amendment.  	Councilman Keel made a motion to amend the Fire Department budget by $9,632 from the state direct distribution funds to cover the payment to Fired Up Rescue, seconded by Councilman Nelson, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 	Councilwoman Welton made a motion to pay the invoice from Fired Up Rescue in the amount of $9,632.00 with a manual check, seconded by Councilman Nelson, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 	The Fire Department requested permission to submit an MRG Grant application for bunker gear for the fire department in the amount of $70,000 with permission for the Mayor to sign 
 	Councilman Keel made a motion to permit the fire department to submit an MRG Grant application for bunker gear with permission for the Mayor to sign, Councilwoman Welton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
   
Recreation Department/Commission Report:  Recreation Director Lisa Burton requested council permission to submit the CCSD#2 Recreation Board grant application.  The grant application requests are as follows:   
· $8,000 for Open Gym Supervisor o $4,400 for Missoula Children’s Theater; and 
· $5,000 for chemicals and lifeguard training/certification  
 
 	Councilwoman Welton made a motion allow Rec Director Burton to request to request $8,000 for open gym supervisor, Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
 	Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion allow Rec Director Burton to request to request $4,400 for Missoula Children’s Theater, Councilwoman Welton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
· Councilwoman Welton made a motion allow Rec Director Burton to request $5,000  
for chemicals and lifeguard training and certification, Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
Councilman Keel added that there is a lot of support for the new youth basketball program. 
	 The next meeting will be February 10th, 2020 at 5 p.m.  	 
Department of Public Works: 
DPW Director Jon Winter provided the council with a written report for the department of public works. 
       Streets: 
· Plowed and sanded streets and sidewalks as necessary 
· Installed four sets of antennas and radio mounts on street equipment  Water/Sewer 
· Standby Generator project went out for bid with a close date of February 12th  
· Received approval for a non-substantial deviation for the BLM Row at the well fields for the standby generator installation 
· Working with Sensus and Dana Kepner to address system software upgrades and the handheld programmer for the FexNet System 
· Discussed the significant deficiency notice from EPA following the sanitary survey inspection on the water towers. The listed deficiencies are being addressed and resolved Hot Pool:  
· Scheduled improvements to the changing rooms at the hot pool; the men’s changing room will be closed between February 10th and February 13th; and the women’s changing room will be closed between February 18th and February 21st. work will entail resurfacing the change room floors and maintenance work on the showers 
       
Community Center Joint Powers Board:   
 	The next meeting will be on February10th at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Water and Sewer Joint Powers Board:  
                The next meeting will be on February 12, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Landfill Board: 
 	The next Landfill Board meeting is February 5th in Saratoga at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Planning Commission:  Councilman Keel asked Jon Winter if the town had addressed the abandoned vehicles and town property at the old ball fields. Mr. Winter outlined what the town crew had been doing to remove the town’s property.   
Chief Lehr reported on the manner in which the police department could address the removal of the impounded vehicles at the old ball fields and the efforts that have been made by the police department to locate the owners of the vehicles. Chief Lehr indicated that he had sent earlier letters to the owners of the vehicles and no responses have been received. 
Councilman Nelson made a motion to send letters to the owners of the impounded vehicles,  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The next Planning Commission meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 
 
Saratoga Airport:   
       The next regular meeting of the Airport Board will February 12, 2020 at 3:30 p.m. 
 
South Central Wyoming Emergency Services Board: No report 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Councilwoman Welton made a motion to move into executive session at 7:42 p.m. to consider information considered confidential by law, in accordance with W. S. 16-4-405(a) (ii) and (iii).  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 	Councilwoman Welton made a motion to move out of executive session at 7:55 p.m.  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
 	Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the minutes from the executive session and to put the minutes of the executive session in a sealed envelope in accordance with State Statute 16-4-405(b).  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
 	Mayor Zeiger reported that no action was taken. 	 
Adjournment:   There being no additional business to come before the meeting, Councilwoman Welton made a motion to adjourn at 7:56 p.m., Councilman Wilcoxson seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
The next regular meeting of the Saratoga Town Council will be held on February 18, 2020 at 6:00 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Saratoga Town Hall.  	 	 	 	 	 	 
 	 
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	__________________________________________________ 	  	    	     	 	 	 	 	John Zeiger, Mayor  
____________________________ 
Suzie Cox 
