
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SARATOGA TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD FEBRUARY 19, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE 

SARATOGA TOWN HALL 
 
 
Mayor John Zeiger called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Members present were Mayor Zeiger, Councilman Jon Nelson, Councilman Steve Wilcoxson, 

Councilwoman Judy Welton and Councilman Bob Keel.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the Agenda with the removal 

of Classic Air Medical update. Councilman Nelson seconded and the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 

5, 2019 meeting as presented.  Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF THE BILLS: Treasurer Samuel Flohr read the following bills for approval: Accounts Payable:  

$47,084.34; Payroll and FICA for 2/19/2019 in the amount of $50,705.06; and manual checks in the 

amount of $401.82, for a total of $98,191.22. 

Councilwoman Welton made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $98.191.22. Councilman 

Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried.   
 

CORRESPONDENCE:  Nothing to report 
 

ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC: Marie Christen and Karen Bedwell addressed the council with an update from 
the South Central Wyoming Emergency Medical Services. Ms. Bedwell thanked the council for appointing 
Ms. Christen to the SCWEMS Board and asked that they extend her term of office to 7/2022 to allow the 
board members terms to remain staggered. 
 Councilman Keel made a motion to approved Marie Christens term of office to run through to 
7/2022. Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 Additional items discussed: 

 The SCWEMS Board is updating their policies and guidelines 
 Working to improve volunteerism 
 New billing company has been hired to improve billing 
 Discussed the possibility of using staff from the clinic, nursing home, and dispatch to help when 

ALS personnel is needed to cover call times. This would only happen if that individual would be 
covered in their workplace to be able to take a run 

 An MOU  between the Town of Saratoga and SCWEMS 
Karen Bedwell and Marie Christen were thanked for coming to update the Council. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilman Nelson reported on the COG meeting held on February 13th and 
reviewed the Impact request that was approved to go forward to the siting permit hearings.  
The prehearing conference will be conducted on April 3rd beginning at 1:30 p.m. at the Platte Valley 
Community Center and all parties are expected to participate. The contested case hearings will be held at 
the Platte Valley Community Center on April 19th beginning at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Councilman Wilcoxson reported that the American Legion will be hosting a fundraiser for the fire 
department on March 23rd it will consist of a prime rib or salmon-on-a-plank dinner for $25 with a silent 
auction with items donated by the local businesses. 
  
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS:  

Town Hall:  Mayor Zeiger noted that the MOU for TransWest Express siting permit application had been 

received, signed and returned and a copy was made available to each council member. 
  
  Mayor Zeiger read Resolution 2019-03; a Resolution for Appointment of a Special Prosecutor 
(either the county attorney or a deputy county attorney) to serve in any juvenile matters that may come 
before the Municipal Court.    
  Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2019-03, seconded by 
Councilwoman Welton, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Zeiger read Resolution 2019-04; a Resolution setting fees and charges for 
production of public records when requested.  
 Councilwoman Welton made a motion to adopt resolution 2019-04, seconded by 
Councilman Keel, and the motion carried unanimously. 



  
 Mayor Zeiger read Ordinance 849 Amending Section 8.08.080 Defining Property 
Maintenance-owner and occupant responsibility. Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve 
Ordinance 849 on first reading. Councilman Wilcoxson seconded for discussion. 
 A number of changes were made including: 

 Striking the last half of the last sentence in Section 1 B. 
 Leaving Section 1 C. in its entirety, except for striking health and building from the last 

sentence 
 All other amendments were accepted 
The question was called and the motion passed unanimously with the noted corrections. 

  It was noted that the Ordinance is on the website for review. 
 

Budget Workshop Schedule: The council reviewed the Budget Schedule and will be holding budget 

workshops on March 6th at 5:00 pm, March 18th at 6:00 pm, and April 1st at 6:00 pm and April 15th at 6:00 

pm.  Additional workshops will be scheduled at a later date. 
 

Fire Department:  Fire Chief Pat Vinings presentation to the council: 
 Discussed a number of items that the fire department will be addressing during their upcoming 

fundraisers 
 Donations for the self contained breathing apparatuses are going well with approximately 

$100,000 having been raised to date  
 Two bills were presented to the council for approval; $262.50 for repair of the emergency siren. 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Wilcoxson, and the 
motion carried unanimously; $500.00 for an App for communications. Councilwoman Welton 
made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman Keel, and the motion carried unanimously. 

 The fire department had responded to assist the Ryan Park fire department with a fire at the 
Medicine Bow Lodge 

 Trainings are held every Wednesday, and a business meeting on the first Wednesday of every 
month 

 There are four new recruits for a total of 31 volunteer firemen out of the 32 total available spots. 
 March 23rd fundraiser sponsored by the American Legion and on March 8th a fundraiser at the 

Saratoga Inn with dinner, a silent auction and grab bags 
Police Department: nothing to report 
 

Recreation Department/Commission Report: Recreation Director Lisa Burton reported that they did not 

have a meeting in February due to lack of a quorum, they did however discuss planning and possible 

events. 

 Mayor Zeiger read a letter of interest submitted by Christy Keel requesting consideration to fill the 

vacant board position. Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to appoint Christy Keel to the Recreation 

Commission Board position. Councilwoman Welton seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 Director Burton requested permission to schedule a British Soccer camp for the week of June 10th 

– 14th if at least twelve sign up to participate. Councilman Nelson made a motion to allow Ms. Burton to 

schedule the soccer camp. Councilman Keel seconded and the motion carried unanimously.   

The grant applications submitted to CCSD#2 Recreation Board were as follows: 

 Open Gym Supervisors- $8,000  
 Chemicals, Lifeguard Training, and Robotic Pool Cleaner for the Saratoga Municipal Pool - $6,500 
 Missoula Children's Theatre - $4,200 

The next meeting will be Monday, February 11, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 
A Workshop with the Council will be held on March 5th at 4 o’clock prior to the regular council meeting. 
 

Department of Public Works: DPW Director Jon Winter reported the following: 

Streets:   

 Snow removal, sanding, removing drifts and opening streets, cleared ice along curbs and 

sidewalks,  cleared storm drains 

 Requested permission to purchase filter kits for equipment at a cost of $800 and 55 gal drum of oil 

in the amount of $700 

 Councilman Nelson made a motion to allow Mr. Winter to purchase maintenance materials in the 

amount of $1500. Councilman Keel seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 Black Hills Energy will begin installing new gas mains in the downtown areas in early March 

 Presented an inventory of flood materials  

o (Town) 19,000 sand bags, 4 rolls of plastic sheeting, 14 gabion baskets 

o (HLS Trailer) 38,000 sandbags, 33 rolls of plastic sheeting, 13 hesco baskets, 1 pallet jack 

o (County) 8,000 bundled sand bags, around 400 filled sand bags 

o Reject sand and gravel available 

 

 



Water/Sewer: Water and Sewer Department Foreman Chuck McVey reported on his trip to Washington 

DC representing the Town of Saratoga after winning “The Best Tasting Water” in the state during the April 

2018 Wyoming Rural Water Conference in Casper. Saratoga's water placed in the top 10 out of 42 

participants in the National Rural Water Rally in Washington DC. Mr. McVey thanked the Council for the 

opportunity to represent the Town of Saratoga throughout his time in Washington DC  and while meeting 

the state’s political representatives. 

 Permission to purchase a fire hydrant tool to service Mueller fire hydrants at a cost of 

approximately $1200 

 Councilwoman Welton made a motion to purchase a fire hydrant tool to service Mueller 

fire hydrants at a cost of approximately $1200. Councilman Nelson seconded and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Weed/Pest  

 Taking inventory in preparation of the 2019 insect management project 

Hot Pool/Park 

 Requested permission to purchase a one horse power pump for the hot pool at a cost of 
approximately $700 

 Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the purchase of a one horse power pump for the hot 
pool in the amount of $700 or less.   Councilman Keel seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORTS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  
 

Airport Board:  
 David Worthington and Tasha Worthington addressed the council with concerns and suggestions 
for dealing with issues related to the Saratoga Airport Board. No action taken. 
 John (Andy) VanTol addressed the council with similar questions about the authority of the 
Airport Board as well as proposed changes to the minimum standards. No action taken 

The next Airport Board meeting is on March 13, 2019 at 1 p.m. 
 

HealthCare: Councilwoman Welton discussed the Platte Valley Clinic’s lease agreement and voiced her 
concerns that HMS had signed the lease beginning November 2018 and has not yet paid their monthly lease 
payments, nor have they provided two mid-level providers as indicated in the lease agreement.  
Discussion followed and it was noted that prior Councilman Will Faust has stated that the former council had 
waived the lease payments as long as they were paying the providers. Following were comments noting the 
discussion about the waiver of lease payments. However, the approval of such an agreement was never made 
know to the present council. 
 

Community Center Joint Powers Board:  Councilwoman Welton noted that the Community Center Joint 
Powers Board met on February 11th and discussed upcoming events including a possible concert on 
August 29th and the annual fundraiser to be held on September 6, 2019. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 11, 2019 at 4:30 p.m.   
 

Water and Sewer Joint Powers Board:  Councilman Nelson reported that the annexation of the forest service 
property was never completed. The planning commission and the joint powers board have reviewed the 
annexation and both have made recommendations to the council to not proceed with the annexation, but to 
move forward with an MOU or Service Agreement.  
Attorney Tom Thompson cautioned the council that when adopting an agreement, there is a Wyoming State 
Statute that references rates for out of town users and that will need to be addressed as they move forward.  
 When looking at out of town users, rate increases are not an option, but they will look at identifying 
where users are not paying their fair share and reference those rates when setting out of town user rates. 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Landfill Board:  The council discussed ways to clean up and maintain the dumpster and trash can areas due 
to the excessive use by individuals that do not want to take their trash to the landfill. 
It was noted that a letter had been written to the Landfill Board inviting Mr. Raymer to the council meeting, 
however, the invitation was declined. 
 The next Landfill Board meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on March 6, 2019 in Encampment. 
 

Planning Commission:  Councilman Keel noted that the Planning Commission had tabled any action on the 
proposed County MOU until additional information was available for their review.  
 

Attorney Tom Thompson addressed his concerns about the Town entering into an MOU with Carbon 
County as follows: 

 It is the intent of the MOU to have building permits provided by the town 
 When the one mile buffer zone was established, the county abnegated it’s authority over to the 

town, which included the Old Baldy Club property 
 The town then started doing building inspections and issuing permits 
 If that authority has not been concede to the town within the one  mile buffer zone 
 By what authority does the town issue building permits and enforce municipal codes outside of the 

municipal limits 



 It’s a good thing by the town doing, there are buildings that are in compliance with ordinances 
with the adopted building codes  

 There is a revenue benefit to the town, but what protects the town when trying to make 
homeowners outside the town limits comply with international building codes  

 If the County has not adopted building codes, then the County does not have building codes.  No 
one to offer permits or inspections and no resolution that requires compliance with building 
codes 

 If the town is to enforce Ordinances, the town needs authority to do so 
 

Councilwoman Welton noted that any building done at Old Baldy has been permitted and 
inspected by the town. It will be a loss of revenue by the town, but it also leaves contractors without 
oversight.   
 Commissioner Sue Jones noted: 

 The MOU would allow the town to do the inspections they have always done for both planning 
and zoning 

 There are no building permits for the county and no compliance with building codes and 
inspections 

 The county does not give away their authority, there is a public process to go through to make 
decisions 

 There will be a little bit of overlay from the county 
o They are still the authority 
o They are the still in charge 
o They are just allowing the town to do what they have always done 
o The town keeps the revenue and do inspections as they want 
o The permits must go to the county for approval, but the town has the “authority” to 

review those building permits 
o The county only approves building permits to be issued by the town, they have no 

building codes except for fire codes 
 

As noted by town counsel, the County cannot give the authority to the town to issue building 
permits that can only be done by State Statute as it was permitted in the past. 

 

Councilman Keel will take information back to the Planning Commission and report back to the 
council.  The Planning Commission discussed the annexation of the forest service property and they 
agreed that the annexation had a timetable that has expired and they will defer to the JPB on the decision. 
Also discussed was the FCC Wireless Ordinance that could be used for future development and the PC 
would continue to address the possibilities of adopting it as an ordinance. 
  

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Councilwoman Welton made a motion to move into executive session  at 8:36 p.m. 

to consider information considered confidential by law, in accordance with W. S. 16-4-405(a) (ii) and (iii).  

Councilman Wilcoxson seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 Councilman Wilcoxson made a motion to move out of executive session at 8:45 p.m.  

Councilwoman Welton seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 Councilwoman Welton made a motion to approve the minutes from the executive session and to put 

the minutes of the executive session in a sealed envelope in accordance with State Statute 16-4-405(b).  

Councilman Nelson seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Zeiger reported that no action was taken. 

Adjournment:   Being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilwoman Welton made a 

motion to adjourn.  Councilman Keel seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 
 

The next regular meeting of the Saratoga Town Council will be held on March 5, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers of the Saratoga Town Hall.         

        

             

       __________________________________________________ 

                 John Zeiger, Mayor  

____________________________ 
Suzie Cox, Clerk 


